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Free-Floating Ball Thrombus in the Left Atrium

—A case report —

Hyuck Kim, M.D.*, Seung Hyuk Nam, M.D.*, Young Hak Kim, M.D.*
Jung Ho Kang, M.D.*, Won Sang Chung, M.D.*

A free-floating ball thrombus in the left atrium that may cause fatal systemic emboli or left ventricular inflow ob-
struction, which often resulting in sudden death, is rarely seen. We describe a very unusual case of a patient with
a large, free-floating left-atrial ball thrombus who underwent mechanical mitral valve replacement 7 years ago.

(Korean J Thorac Cardiovasc Surg 2005;38:644-647)
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Fig. 1. Transesophageal echocardiogram, short axis view show
free floating ball thrombus in left atrium.

Fig. 2. Thrombus in the right atrium. Pinky brown soft tissue,
measuring 2x1x1 cm in dimensions.
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Fig. 3. Ball thrombus in the left atrium. Pinky brown soft tissue,
measuring 2.5x2x2 ¢m in dimensions.
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