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Elementary School Children's Environmental Literacy
and Affecting Variables

Chu, Hye—eunT * Lee, Eun-a’- Ko, Hee-ryung - Shin, Dong-hee - Lee, Moon-nam
(Curtin University of Technology)lr - (Ohio State University)I - (Dankook University)

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate young children's environmental literacy level and variables that affected
their environmental literacy. Of the students, 969 in third grade from big cities, medium sized cities and rura! areas
participated in this study, and their environmental literacy was measured through 69 questions consisted of 24 items
for knowledge, 22 for attitude, 16 for behavior, and 7 for skills with 13 demographic variables. Eighty minutes were
given to answer the questions. Statistical analysis was conducted on each of the categories (knowledge, attitude,
behavior, skill) that make up environmental literacy and multivariate analysis variance (MANOVA) was also
conducted to investigate variables that affect environmental literacy. Results indicated that the correlation between
attitude and behavior is the highest. Also, it was found that a demographic variable might affect one, two, or
sometimes all categories of the environmental literacy.

Key words : environmental literacy, environmental knowledge, environmental attitude, and environmental behavior
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A3H(955) 49.83 +7.48 *13.07 50.10+£7.38 *14.34 50.12+9.03 *24 .91 4994 + 8.69 *12.17
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3} 0.42 §O.15J_r9.03 *21.65 49931877 *33.48

ghatol] gk Q12)952) 49854746 055  49.99+737

*»<0.05
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