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Abstract Ontologies are the core components of the Semantic Web and knowledge-based
systems. But it is difficult to find useful ontologies in actual domains. In order to build useful domain
ontology, the conceptualization of the domain knowledge by knowledge experts of the specific domain

and the specification of conceptualized knowledge with formal languages by ontology designers are
required. In addition, structured and detailed guidelines and methods should be provided to be shared
by the development team members. However, existing ontology building methodologies define and
describe the skeletal structure of the whole building process at the top-layer. We build a useful

academic ontology that is based on the conceptual knowledge structure in the domain of philosophy,
and propose a detailed methodology to build a text ontology based on Topic Maps. Our methodology
consists of two phases, ontology modelling and ontology implementation. We implement a philosophy
knowledge portal to support retrieving and navigating of the philosophy knowledge.
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