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< Abstract>

The purposes of this study were firstly to investigate how the conflict-coping methods of husbands and
wives relate to their cognition of their own conflict-coping methods and those of their spouse and secondly to
investigate how the interaction patterns of the conflict-coping methods between husbands and wives affect
their marital satisfaction in the early stage of marital life.

The main findings of this study were as follows:

Firstly, this study indicated that both husbands and wives recognized that they themselves use the more
reasonable conflict-coping method than their spouse. Both thought that husbands use the more avoidant,
conflict-coping method than wives.

Secondly, the study showed that both husbands and wives are tend to use the same conflict-coping
method as their spouse’s conflict-coping method as perceived by them. All the conflict-coping methods of
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husbands were related to their perception of their wives’ conflict-coping methods. In the case of wives,
however, there was no significant correlation between their aggressive conflict-coping method and the
husbands’ avoidant contlict-coping method, or between their avoidant conflict-coping method and the
husbands’ reasonable conflict-coping method. These results indicated a gender-difference in the conflict-

coping methods between husbands and wives.

Thirdly, the study showed that when husbands and wives regarded the interaction pattemn of the conflict-
coping method between themselves and their spouse as the reasonablereasonable pattern, both of them had
the highest marital satisfaction. When husbands regarded the interaction pattern of the conflict-coping
method as the aggressive + aggressive pattern, they had the lowest marital satisfaction. On the other hand,
when wives regarded the interaction patterm of the conflict-coping method as the aggressive + avoidant

pattern, they had the lowest marital satisfaction.

FH|o{(Key Words): Z &2 7](the early stage of marital life), 25 x]u2](the conflict-coping method),
A& 22 3] E(the interaction pattern), A& 7+ (the marital satisfaction)
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