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Rurality and Preferences of Rural Landscapes in Korea
- A Comparison of Evaluations by Koreans and Foreigners -
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ABSTRACT : Twelve selected rural villages were investigated to identify typical Korean rural landscapes. Among many photos taken
in those villages, which are believed to represent rural amenities, one hundred photos were selected and again sixty of them were chosen
through a questionnaire survey of landscape students. Two hundred domestic subjects and one hundred and one overseas visitors were
surveyed to find their evaluations of “rurality” of the Korean rural landscapes and their “preferences” of those landscapes.

Photo numbers 16, 40, 48, 37, 49, 11, 8, 56, 15 were evaluated most “rural” and/or “preferable” by domestic subjects.

As the overseas visitors may be not familiar with Korean rural society and may find it difficult to evaluate “rurality”, they were asked
to evaluate their “preferences” only. Photo numbers 60, 7, 38, 28, 59, 15 were the most preferred Korean rural landscapes by them.
In summary, Korean public generally preferred rural landscapes with natural beauty and, on the other hand, overseas visitors most

preferred historic rural landscapes. Both group preferred least rural landscapes with man made structures.
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