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A Study on Empowerment Process of the Disabled
— Focused on Experience of 'Pre—Adulthood' —

Kim, Mi—0k
(Chonbuk University)
Kim, Hee—Sung
(MyungGi College)
Lee, Min—Young
{(Ewha Women's University)

This study was performed te analyze empowerment process of the disabled.
Participants were 11 disabled college students and they were individually face-to-face
in-depth interviewed until data were saturated. This study used the grounded theory
approach based on Strauss and Corbin(1998). With the qualitative constant
comparative analysis, 106 concepts, 22 subcategories, and 12 categories were
generated. In the axial ceding, a paradigm model was proposed as follows: The
central phenomenon of the empowerment process of the disabled adelescents was
‘Rising from the Limits". The causal ceonditions were “Just living’ and 'realizing
disabilities’. The contextual conditions were “Being excluded’, ‘But wishing’, and
‘Breaking down’. The intervening conditions were "Without giving up” and "Taking
support’. The action/interaction strategies were ‘Grasping own lifestyle’ and "Being
proactive’. The consequences were "Acquiring the self-control’, 'Getting generosity’,
and ’Participating in society’. In the selective coding, the core category was “to live
together stately with grasping own lifestyle pro-actively as the disabled”. Based on
the core category, three types and 4 stages of the empowerment process of the
disabled adolescents were found. The types were "Social change oriented type’,
"Self-development oriented type’, and ‘Passive effort oriented type” and the stages
took ‘Isolation stage’, ‘Rising stage’, 'Mastering stage’ and "Stately being together
stage’. In particular, this process had the circulation structure of which these 4 stages
are not terminated, and developed and repeated. In conclusion, these results convey
to us the understanding and knowledge about empowerment process of the disabled
as their healthy -whole and unique- development process. And some implications
and suggestions for the social work services and theories about the disabled fecusing
on the pre-adultheod period.

Key words : disabled, empowerment, grounded theory, qualitative research.
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