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A Study of the Causal Relationships between Social Work Education

and Advocacy:
The Mediating Effect of Social Work Values

Jeon, Sun—Young

(Seoul Women's University)

The purpese of this study is to examine the Korean social workers” level of social
work values and advocacy(attitudes and strategies) and to verify the relations among
social work education, secial work advocacy and secial work values by examining
whether secial work education influences social werk advocacy and social werk
values, and whether social work values affect social work advocacy. Further, this
study wishes to confirm net only the direct effect that social work education has on
social work advecacy, but also how secial work education indirectly influences social
work advecacy through social work values as a mediator.

The research of this study was conducted on 242 social workers who have
obtained social worker licenses and are currently working in the community centers.
As survey tools, this study utilized social work advecacy attitudes, secial werk
advocacy strategies, outcomes of secial work education, secial work wvalues,
self-esteem and locus of control. Cellected data were analyzed by using SPSS/PC+
12.0 for descriptive analysis, Pearson’s cerrelation, reliability analysis, exploratory
factor analysis and multiple regression.

The research hypethesis was established according to the analysis method of the
testing mediation of Baren & Kenny (1986) in order to examine whether social work
values intervene between social work education and social werk advocacy. The
results of the hypothesis test confirm that social work values on the social level serve

as a mediator variable.

Key words: social work education, social work values, social work advocacy
attitudes, social work advocacy strategies.
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