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Abstract (J. Kor. Oral Maxillofac. Surg. 2005;31:335-341)
APPLICATION OF INFRARED THERMOGRAPHY IN DENTISTRY

Hoon Lee!, Su-Gwan Kim?**
'Nam-Myun, Yeosu, Health Subcenter, Dental Clinic,
*Dept. of Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery, College of Dentistry, Chosun University,
*Oral Biology Research Institute

This study discusses the effects of infrared thermography in dentistry. Infrared thermography allows the quantification of infrared rays and provides
useful data for dental care and research. It has been used for the diagnosis of temporomandibular dysfunction (TMD) and proposed as an objective
measure of myofascial pain. It is closely related to temperature and produces beneficial objective data. A study of the heat emissions from facia struc-
tures has the potential to benefit dental diagnosis of TMD, postoperative inferior alveolar damage, and endodontic and conservative treatments. In this
paper, we assessed infrared thermography in dentistry and consider future developments of infrared thermography.
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Fig. 1. Facial thermography of normal subject
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Fig. 3. Postoperative thermography on 1 week of right inferior alveolar nerve damage
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