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Microscopic Identification of the Chinese Patent Medicine
“Ah Myeong Dan”

Jeong Myo Kim and Jong Hee Park*
College of pharmacy, Pusan National University, Busan 609-735, Korea

Abstract — Ah Myeong Dan (5088 f1) is Chinese patent medicine which is used for congenital fever and congenital boils in
Korea. It consists of 11 kinds of powdered crude drugs. In powdered crude drugs, it is hard to identify each component by
chemical analysis or morphological examination. However, the method of identification of powdered crude drugs has not been
clearly established. Therefore, it is of interest to establish the microscopic method for identification of powdered crude drugs
of Chinese patent medicines. The effectiveness of microscopic method is exemplified by the identification of tissue and contents
of crude drugs by comparison with standard drugs. In this study, it is demonstrated that the microscopic method is very effective
for the identification of 11 crude drug ingredients in Ah Myeong Dan.
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Fig. 1. Microscopic elements of Ah Myeong Dan.

I. Cnidii Rhizoma (a. xylem fiber; b. cork cell); 2. Rhei
Rhizoma (a. parenchyma cell; b. druse); 3. Scutellariae Radix
(a. phloem fiber; b. stone cell); 4. Phellodendri Cortex (a.
crystal bearing linear cell; b. stone cell); 5. Pharbitidis Semen
(a. secretort cannal; b. nonglandular hair); 6. Taleum (a.
crystal); 7. Forsythiae Fructus (a. stone cell; b. fiber); 8.
Paconiac Radix (a. druse; b. cork cell); 9. Arecac Semen (a.
endosperm; b. stone’ cell of seed coat); 10. Menthae Herba (a.
glandular scale; b. glandular hair); 11. Awrantii Fructus
Immaturus (a. crystal bearing linear cell).
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