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A Study on the Recognition of Students
of Oriental Medical School on Cooperative System
between Oriental and Western Medicine

Yoo Wang Keun & Kim Kyung Suk
Graduate School of Public Health, Daegu Haany University

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the recognition of the student of oriental medical school on
cooperative system between Oriental and Western medicine and to provide basic information for the
development of oriental medicine. In order to look at the level of recognition on cooperative system
between Oriental and Western medicine, from September 1st to 15th of 2005, this study had been
conducted through personal interview and questionnaires to 600 students who were attending the
Department of Oriental Medicine (in both prep and regular courses) in D University, located in the City
of Daegu. The data has been analyzed using statistic program, the SPSS WIN 12.0. Statistical analysis
tools used for this study were frequency analysis, cross-over analysis and the t-test. The results are as
follows;

The students of oriental medical school had relatively high level of recognition on the basic concept,
interests, necessity and potential for cooperative system between Oriental and Western medicine
However, they had negative understandings on the issue of unification of the two medical systems and
it's possibility in the future. The students were optimistic about possible merits of cooperative system
between Oriental and Western medicine, especially in the field of rehabilitation. On the reasons for lack of
development of cooperative system between Oriental and Western medicine, the students listed prejudices
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existing on both sides firstly, followed by their contrasting approach on human illness, lack of legal and
institutional support system, the indifferences of doctors and indifferences of oriental medical doctors. In
addition, students understood that the dualism existing in our currént medical system is aggravating
mutual distrust between the two sides, causing the confusion of patients on the choice of medical
facilities, and raising their medical bills. Therefore, in order to vitalize collaboration between Oriental and
Western medicine in new health care environment, the following measures should be needed decreasing
the prejudices between the two medical spheres with open mind improving educational programs in
Western and Oriental medical schools; promoting joint academic research or exchange programs between
the schools, and increasing government effort to minimize legal and institutional restrictions cooperative

system between Oriental and Western medicine.
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