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Review of National Institutes of Health NCI's Office of
Cancer Complementary and Alternative Medicine
Best Case Series Program

II-Dong Park, Hwa-Seung Yoo, Yeon-Weol Lee, Chong-Kwan Cho

East-West Cancer Center, College of Oriental Medicine, Dagjeon University

Objectives: The purpose is to advertise the protocol of Best Case Series Programme of National
Cancer Institute of USA to korean oriental medical oncologists and researchers

Method: We reviewed the submission packet of NCI and related Website and articles.

Result and Conclusion: BCS programme is the first step to evaluate the efficacy of

complementary and alternative treatment, and to launch the clinical research funded by NCL
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Table 1. Activity of NCI BCSP (1999-2003)

Year 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003
Inquiries 13 41 122 | 169 | 75
Case Scenario 2 3 8 6 7

Case Summary | 1 1 3 2
Completed 1 1 0 1 0
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Table 2. Internal NCI review and External
Panel Review

Internal NCI Review

Pathologic confirmation of tissue diagnosis

Radiographic ‘confirmation of response
Advisory Panel review of persuasive cases
(supportive cases may be included if
persuasive cases are presented)

Expert reviewers on specific tumor types
may be involved in final review

Recommendations for "next steps” involving
the alternative therapy for the treatment of
cancer

External Panel Review

The National Center for Complementary &
Alternative Medicine (NCCAM) has
developed a Cancer Working Group
composed of clinical & research consultants
in cancer CAM

With permission from the submitter, a
de-identified copy of the NCIJOCCAM final
internal review document will be forwarded
to an NIH External Panel

NCCAM will contact the submitter and
arrange for a presentation of the cases per
their guidelines
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