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(Abstract)

PDA(Personal Digital Assistants) and laptop computer that
are small sized mobile implements are typical devices which
capable of using wireless internet. They seem to have a
tendency to possess multi-function as well as to miniaturize
in accordance with taking advantage of today’s digital
convergence circumstance. It shoud be considered that the
pointing input device of these mobile computer that have
PDA size and laptop’s performance has to be added to
something very small instead of 4-button, 5-button navigator
and with the electric pen.

The basic framework for this study is to investigate the
usability of the two input devices Trackpoint and Touchpad
which regarded as a alternative pointing device for small
sized mobile computer.

14 novice subjects compared a Trackpoint to a Touchpad
across five curser-control tasks. The study found that
subjects executed not more slowly with a Trackpoint input
device than with the Touchpad. Observation shows that
learning for Trackpoint appears to have had more than for
the Touchpad. Subjects expressed preference for the
Trackpoint in general work.
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