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<ABSTRACT>

Information Needs Expressed by Mothers of
Young Children with Disabilities

Gui-Ok Chung - Jong-Ryol Lee - Chun-Man Park
Department of Public Health, Keimyung University

Objectives: This study aims to determine fostering stress and mental health state that mothers of
handicapped children perceive as primary care givers and to analyze their demand for information assistance
in order to release their stress so that it can provide materials that contribute to establishment of assistance
system for families with handicapped children.

Methods: The research subjects were 340 mothers whose children went to a nursery for special
children, 3 general nurseries and 6 special schools in Daegu, and the data were collected using structures
questionnaires.

The survey analyzed mothers' fostering stress, their demand for fostering information assistance,
children's daily activity abilities. Component concepts of each scale was validated by adopting confirmatory
factor analysis, and factors affecting demand for fostering information assistance were analyzed by adopting
covariance structural analysis.

Results: Younger mothers tend to have higher demand for information, and mothers with younger
children or children with double handicaps also have higher demand.

Mothers under 30 have the lowest demand for public health and medical care assistance and for home
and community life assistance, while mothers with children with physical handicaps have the highest.

The validity of component concepts was verified by categorizing as cognitive structure models
fostering stress, information demand, children's daily activity abilities, and their appropriateness was
evaluated through confirmatory factor analysis using structural equation modelling. And then, GFI (more
than 0.9), CFl (more than 0.9), TLI (more than 0.9) and RMSAE (less than 0.08) were used to evaluate
the appropriateness. It was found that all the component concepts are valid, as every item is within
appropriate range.

The result of analyzing information demand demonstrated that children's handicap levels significantly
affect their mothers' mental health, while fostering stress significantly affect mothers' metal health,
information demand. As well, it was confirmed that mothers' mental health has a significant effect on
information demand.

Conclusions: Therefore, to reduce special children's mothers' uncertainty, helplessness and fostering
burden, it is necessary to provide them with information on children's challenges, development and fostering
and to offer them quality public health, medical care and welfare assistance along with family and local
community life assistance.

Key words : Disabilities, Social Support Needs, Information Needs



