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<ABSTRACT>

Home Environmental Hazards of Falling Accident
in the Elderly

Young-Hae Park* - Jung-Soon Moon**

* Uijungbu St.Mary’s Hospital, The Catholic University
**College of Nursing, The Catholic University

Purpose: To assess the environmental hazards of falling accident in the homes of the elderly.

Method: 222 homes of the elderly were assessed by the home environmental Checklist from May
to July in 2003.

Results: The mean score of home environmental hazards for fall were 13.19 with the highest score
being 49, ranging from 4 to 24. The bathroom was the most hazardous place in the home, porch came
next, bedroom, kitchen, living room and stair followed them. The floor surface such as finishes and
non-skid mats was the most hazardous interior factor in the home, using bathroom came next, furniture and
illumination followed them. The floor surface such as finishes and non-skid mats in the bathroom, kitchen,
living room and porch, illumination of bedroom and stair were the most prevalent hazards in the home of
interior. Of the 49 potential hazards, bathroom grab bar was the most prevalent one with 89.9%, and
non-skid rugs in the porch, bathroom and kitchen, safety of dinner table, the threshold and furniture of
porch, and illumination of bedroom were prevalent more than half of the home under assessing. Men, living
in the separate house or villa with stairs were in more hazardous environments.

Conclusion: To reduce the potential hazards of fall accident in the home, improving hazards relating
to floor surface such as slip resistance surface and mats is important specially those of the separate house
or villa with stairs.

Key words : Home Environmental Hazards, Falling, Elderly



