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A Study on the early modernist woman architect, Margarete Schiitte-Lihotzky
- A Revolution of woman's space or an assignment to the new industrialization? -
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Abstract
The built-in kitchen that is seen in every household is one of the achievements of the modernism architecture in early 20th
century. Developed on the basis of two axis, one of which is the high industrialization and the other the sceptical assessment
on the traditional value-system, the 20th century was launched in the form of the twofold entanglement, through the unfolding
of which the cultural code of the modernism could be operated. The Quantification of the psychic that was attempted by H. v.
Helmholtz and E. Mach in the pursuit of the reunification of sensation to the normal science was the first thread of that, while
the second the break-down of the authoritative ideology and the emancipation of woman labour, which were initiated by the
leftist movements. In this situation Margarete Schiitte-Lihotzky was the woman architect who has tried to overcome the
patriarchism in the household through architectural work by dwelling on that the emancipation of the housewives from the
inefficient household labour is directly connected with the accomplishment of human freedom. She applied the modernist
functionalism to the designing the kitchen for that purpose and outlined the effective range and operational realm of the
rationalization. After all this the future preoccupying endeavor became the decisive moment that gave birth to a aesthetically

and functionally good deliberated design of the kitchen in the present.
This study is purposed to actualize the architectural ideas of Lihotzky into the present context through the consideration on
the Frankfurt Kitchen of her and to grope for the relationship between architecture and feminism on the common horizon of the

functionalist architecture and the women'’s liberation.
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2)Gary Hatfield, The Natural and the Normative. The MIT Press:
Cambridge, Mass., 1990, p.166.

3)Hermann von Helmholtz, Epistemological Writings, ed. Cohen and
Elkana, Boston 1977, p.117.

4)Hermann von Helmholtz, Selected Writings of Hermann von
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Helmholtz, ed. Kahl, Middletown, Connecticut 1971, pp.3-4.

5)Ernst Mach, Die Analyse der Empfindungen und das Verhiltnis des
Physischen zum Psychischen, 9. Aufl. Jena 1922, S. 34.

6)Ibid. 281.
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7TAtina Grossmann, “The New Woman and the Rationalization of
Sexuality in Weimar Germany,” in: Powers of Desire! The Politics of
Sexuality, ed. Ann Snitow, New York: Monthly Review Press 1983,
pp.156-158.

8)Hugh W. Puckett, Germany's Women Go Forward, New York:
Columbia University 1930, pp.200-201.
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11)Ema Meyer, “Wohnungsbau und Hausfilhrung,” in: Der Baumeister,
25 Beilagen, 1927, S. 89.
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