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Sign and Symbol Types Shown at the Main Gate of University in
Korea
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ABSTRACT

The main gate of a university is a element of landscape which improves the quality of campus as well
as demarcates the boundary and publicizes the image of university. Therefore, each university strives to
differentiate its main gate from that of other universities with a unique form. This research investigates the
signs and symbols shown at the university’s main gate of 18 universities in Korea, and also presents useful
design tips with the objective of bearing the spirit of the campus and its founding ideology. The results
of this research as follows:

Icons of Sign for 18 universities can be classified into five separate categories : things, human, animal,
character, and metaphor. Examples of the ‘things’ icons include a pen nib, the sun, the cross, a big bell,
and so on. Also, the meaning of the represented symbols can be grouped in three separate categories: university’s
development, contribution to society, and mining of knowledge. From the three category, university development
symbol is the most likely to be used.
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