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Japanese perception of Nakranggun and the
Establishment of Pyongyang Governor General Museum
in Japanese colonization

Kook, Sung-ha

The Japanese colonialist studying the history of Korea thought that after Gochosun,
Nakrang became the center of the four ruling districts of Han. This perception was based
on the existence of Nakranggun near Pyongyang. This perception was extended by the
excavation and research. This perception was cemented with the establishment of the
Pyongyang Governor-General Museums.

The following questions arise from this topic.

First, What viewpoint did the Japanese have in regard to the Nangranggun? Second,
what procedure did they follow to extend and that historical perspective? Third, what kind
of place was the Pyongyang Governor General Museum.

The conclusions are as follow

First, the Chosun Governor General believed that Nangranggun did exist. The
Nangrangguns ruling on Chosun was crucial to setting up the cultural base of Korea and
its development from tribes to a country.

Second, the perception of Nangranggun was verified by field research of the Antique
Search and Conservation Project. With close ties to the Chosun Governor General, the
project was led by the Antique Research Committee and the Chosun Antique Research
Group. The excavated relics were interpreted in accordance with Nangranggun and this
extended their perception of Nangrnaggun.

Third, the acquisition and preservation of the Nangranggun related relics became the
sources of the establishment of Pyongyang Governor General Museum. The data used to
prove that Chosun was the colony of Han was displayed in this museum. This exhibition
demonstrated that this version of history was real and thus solidified that version. The
Pyongyang Governor General Museum was the place to prove the perception of Japanese-
made Nangranggun.

[key word] Nakranggun, Pyongyang Museum, The Antique Search and Conservation
Project, The Society of Antique Conservation, Japanese colonization
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