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A Study of Technological Context
Between Sub-wedge Shaped Core and Blade Tool Culture
of Upper Paleolithic in Korea

Lee Heon-jong

The most typical period of Upper Paleolithic age in Korea is related with a blade tool
culture and a microblade culture. Recently, we can figure out that there were a typical
blade tool culture of Korea by being discovered to Goreari site and Jingnel site.

The microblade blade culture was the model of the Asian microlism, started 25,000
years ago in Northeastern Asia. This culture made an opportunity to unify the Paleolithic
culture of Northeastern Asia, and also was a representative period spreaded in all of
Korea. These set of the Upper Paleolithic age relics was highly related with a blade
technique. We need to verify the culture contextual relationship in a technical side like the
core shaping and the flaking technique of the Upper Paleolithic age in Korea. There is the
relics reported as the cultural layer of Upper Paleolithic age among the multi-layered site
of pebble tool tradition. The sub-wedged shaped core was found in the relics of Upper
Paleolithic age from 40,000 to 25,000 years ago on an absolute date. These explain the
various culture change shown in the process of cultural contact with the typical blade tool
culture on the technical side. This shaped core is one of the representative core that was
often excavated in Siberia and Far East of Upper Paleolithic. The sub-wedged shaped core
had a technical feature that was useful of rejuvenating by keeping many blade tool from
their side part. The core was also the strategic core comparatively less the restriction of
stone material than others. This study considers that sub-wedged shaped core from Korea
was related with a blade technique, and showed us the one side of the technical exchange
among the blade tool culture that had settled down in Northeastern Asia on the step of the
entry into Upper Paleolithic. The paleolithic people who lived in Korea which had these
technical basis could be able to adapt themselves to the cultures whenever the blade tool
culture and the microblade culture appeared, and raise their adaptation caused by making
technique to the sub-wedged shaped core when they handled various blade shaped core.
Especially, this core appeared with the relics of Pebble Tool tradition which was
chronologically recorded as the early step of Upper Paleolithic age in Korea. This fact is
another proofs on the sequence of the Pebble Tool tradition in Upper Paleolithic age, and
also considered as the result from the regional adaptation.

[key word] Upper Paleolithic, Sub-wedge Shaped Core, Blade Tool Culture, Pebble tools
Tradition, Technological Context
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