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Comparative Analysis of Mainstream Online News Use
with Alternative Online News Use

In the Aspects of the Users Characteristics, the Attitude on Online News Sites,

and Using Partern.

Sun-Hee Park
Professor

(Dept. of Journalism & Communications, Chosun University)

In this study, the use of mainstream online news site and alternative
online news site were compared in the aspects of users’ characreristics,
attitude on online news sites, and using pattern. A survey was
conducted for 182 mainstream-only users, 46 alternative online news
users, and 47 both sites users. Also, their traffic data of online news
sites were analyzed during the 16th presidential election. As a result,
it was found that both sites users had the highest political interest and
the most progressive political position among the user groups. In the
aspect of users’ attitude, mainstream-only users were most positive to
the mainstream online news site and both sites users were most positive
and more involved in alternative online news site. Buc all user groups
set higher credibility on alternative online news site than mainstream
online news site. In che comparison of user size, mainstream online news
site has larger user size than alternative online site. However, the user
royalty, such as time per person, pages per person, and visiting days
per person, was lower than that of the latter. These results suggest that
small but differentiaced news sites have royal users, and online news
users be segmented according to news contents.

Keywords: Internet news use, user royalty, credibilicy on news site,
involvement in news site, political accitude



