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(Table 1) General characteristics and medical diagnoses of the subjects (N=165)
Variables Categories Frequency(%)
Sex Male 92 (55.8)

Female 73 (44.2)

< 30 2(1.2)

30 - 39 14 ( 8.5)

Age(year) 40 - 49 46 (27.9)
50 - 59 42 (25.5)

60 - 69 48 (29.1)

> 70 13 (7.9

Education <Middle school 46 (27.8)
>High school 119 (72.2)

o ( 100 48 (29.1)
if):}gﬁ;‘;me(ten thousand 100 - ¢ 300 75 (45.5)
> 300 42 (25.5)

(12 99 (60.0)

12-(24 20 (12.1)

Duration of disease(month) 24 - ( 36 21 (12.7)
36 - ( 48 6 ( 3.6)

> 48 19 (11.5)

Breast cancer 40 (24.2)

Colon, rectal, sigmoid colon cancer 31 (18.8)

Stomach cancer, esophageal cancer 28 (17.0)

Pulmonary cancer, pleural cancer 27 (16.4)

Medical diagnoses Lymphoma 12 ( 7.3)
Ovarian cancer, uterine cancer 5 (3.0

Pancreatic cancer 5 (3.0)

Liver cancer, cholangiocarcinoma 5 ( 3.0)

Multiple myeloma, myosarcoma etc 12 ( 7.2)
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(Table 2) Factors related to the decision making

FETag e A48 Als

407 (24.2%)°1 3 thol WA 2 31 (18.8%)
olglon] (289, 17.0%), HAF(27E, 16.4%),
o129, 7.3%) £°litKTable 1.
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o 24 9 ¥ Hzx M3 Aoz wWaiEe]
125%(75.8%) 2.8 7V €% 99(10.9%), @
(6.0%), W8N (0.6%) €28 eyt ddde
g o 4 dAel Az did AR Ay
7b 679(40.6%), 4ZskAl @kt 7h 878 (52.7%)
o2 vehgr vojd 1138e F4o] gl dHE 2
Aol thE Anlog Qs HawEstd ¢ AYgE
e LA

Ba FAE S0l UMe=Ael dig FEel 724
(43.6%)7} o'#ta g WA 939 (56.4%)c %

of treatment-seeking time after detecting

symptoms (N=165)

Variables Categories Frequency (%)
Hospital 125 (75.8)
Pharmacy 18 (10.9)
The first health care choices Herbal medicine store 10 ( 6.0}
Folk remedies 1(0.6)
No response 11 ( 6.6)
Perceived Sericusness Sermus. symptom 67 (40.6)
Of the first symptoms No serious symptom 87 (52.7)
No symptom 11 (6.7)
Experience of Similar symptoms Yes 72 (43,6
No 93 (56.4)
s . — Yes 41 (24.8)
Visiting a doctor with similar symptoms before No 124 (75.2)
. . , . .. Yes 80 (48.5)
Family or friends’ suggestion to visit a doctor No 85 (51 .5)
. Healthy 141 (85.5)
Perceived health status Not healthy o4 (14.5)
Yes 57 (34.5)
Health concerns No 108 (65.5)
. .. Yes 32 (19.4)
Barriers to early visit to a doctor No 133 (80.6)
No symptom 11 ( 8.7)
Duration from detecting symptoms to visiting a > 1 week 67 (40.6)
doctor 1 - {1 month 20 (12.1)
> 1 month 67 (40.6)
< 4 57 (34.5)
5-<12 43 (26.1)
Duration from symptoms detection to diagnosis 13-< 24 17 (10.3)
(week) 25 - < 48 18 (10.9}
> 49 3(1.8)
No response 27 (16.4)
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5, /1EF7E BETE, 450 BEFE FA¥e
2 Yoy $AHE R Aole gl ez
YEltKTable 4).

8 A4 F A BATEAAE A7 FE AP
gAER 2QE BlE BAE Ao AL $49 444,
A FAIG S0 H9E WEY BY, 79 A
B UE Af, Ba 20 A 3, HY9WEd 3
fdoir BARCR fF Aol7} Qe Aoz YER
o & AS $40 AAESE FA AR Fes
HALES & Aol USTE, FH A BddE

£ 17%9(10.3%), 14 °3}d A% 189 (10.9%)2.2 A7 USFF, Fhol 170 AL £55, Haw
(Table 3> Types of treatment-seeking time after detection symptoms (N=165)
Category Types Frequency(%)
_ . . . Examination type 11 ( 6.7)
3‘irseiztaitme:tdsei1;mg behavior from detecting symptoms to Immediate type 87 (52.7)
ne octor Delayed type 67 (40.6)

(Table 4) Comparison between demographic characteristics and treatment-seeking time
from detecting symptoms to visiting a doctor

Variables Categories Immediate Delayed P
n (%) / M+SD n (%) / M+SD
Male 44 (50.6) 42 (62.7)

Sex Female 43 (49.4) 25 (37.3) 0.133
Marital Married 82 (94.3) 63 (94.0) 0.953
status Single 5(5.7) 4 (6.0) ’

. <Middle school 17 (29.3) 11 (27.5)
Education >High school 41 (70.7) 29 (72.5) 0.845
Monthly {100 24 (27.6) 23 (34.3)
income(ten 100 - < 300 40 (46.0) 29 (43.3) 0.645
thousand won) > 300 23 (26.4) 15 (22.4)
Age 53.4 +11.4 540 +11.4 0.740
Size of family 4015 3.6 +1.3 0.051
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(Table 5> Comparison between decisional factors and treatment-seeking time from
detecting symptoms to visiting a doctor

Variables Categories Immediate Delayed
8 n (%) / M*SD__n (%) / M#SD P
Perceived seriousness Severe 61 (70.1) 6( 9.0 (0.001*
of early symptoms Not severe 26 (29.9) 61 (91.0) )
. Yes 36 (41.4) 29 (43.3)
Similar symptoms No 51 (58.6) 38 (56.7) 0.812
Visiting a doctor with similar Yes 26 {29.9) 10 (14.9) 0.035"
symptoms before No 61 (70.1) 57 (85.1) )
fjmgﬁ‘(’); frlends Yes 58 (66.7) 19.284) 0
188 No 29 (33.3) 48 (71.6) '
visit a doctor
. Good 71 (81.6) 60 (89.6)
Perceived health status Poor 16 (18.4) 7 (10 4) 0.170
Have 37 (42.5) 16 (23.9) .
Health concerns Not. have 50 (57.5) 51 (76.1) 0.016
Barriers to Yes 4 (4.6) 28 (41.8) (0.001*
visit a doctor No 83 (95.4) 39 (58.2) ’
D}xmtlop from detecting symptoms to 841131 92.141.8 0.003*
diagnosis (week)
*p € 0.05
(Table 6) Logistic regression analysis of decisional factors after detecting symptoms
. . 95% Wald
Parameter Estimate 0Odds ratio Confidence Limits
Perceived seriousness 3.51" 33.38" 9.319 119.545
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Work dynamics of person

- Abstract -

A Study on Treatment-seeking
Behavior of Cancer Patients
from Detecting Symptoms to

Visiting a Doctor*

Oh, Hyo Sook** - Park, Hyeoun Ae***

The purpose of this study was to determine
and test treatment-seeking behavior type and
decisional factors of the cancer patients after
first detecting symptoms. This study used the
the first,
treatment-seeking behavior type and decisional

methodological triangulation. In

factor were described based on qualitative data
in-depth
cancer patients. Next, they were tested using

collected from interviews with 29

quantitative data collected from a structured

questionnaire involving 165 cancer patients
with  statistical method. As a result,
treatment-seeking behavior from detecting

symptoms to visiting a doctor categorized into
The
between

immediate visit and delayed wvisit.

decisional factors on time interval
detecting symptoms and visiting a doctor was

influenced by the perceived seriousness of

* This work was supported by the Korea
Research Foundation Grant
** Department of Nursing, Daebul University
*** College of Nursing., Seoul National University
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symptoms, the experiences of visiting a doctor
previously with similar symptoms, social-group
influences on visiting a doctor, barriers to
visiting a doctor, and health concerns. There
were significant relationship between treatment-
seeking time and these factors, however, there
relationship

the

was no statistically significant

between treatment-seeking time and

FonagyA AN4E A1z

demographic characteristics. It is expected that
results of this study can be used for nursing
education data of cancer patients for early
diagnosis after detecting symptoms
Key words : Treatment-seeking behavior, Decision
making, Cancer patients
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