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A Research on the Reconsrtuction of
Yeonkyeong—Dang in the 2nd Year of King
Gojong’s Reign

Kim, Dong-uk
(Kyonggi University)

Abstract

Located in a rear garden of Changdeok Palace, Yeonkyeong-Dang is valued as the most
characteristic building of the houses of aristocrats of the later Joseon Dynasty. The time of the
construction has been much debated, however, it is perceived through this research that the
construction was completed in September 1827(the 27nd year of king Sunjo's reign). The shape of
the buildings during this period resembles a letter © as shown in the picture of Dong-Kweol. We
previously described that the purpose of Yeonkyeong-Dang was to carry the portrait of king
Yikjong while keeping the shape of building when it was first established until the 8th year of
king Heonjong (1842). In 1865 (the 2nd year of king Gojong's reign), it was reconstructed with
very different outlook which has remained the present shape. The characteristic features of the
residences of aristocrats were reflected in newly reconstructed Yeonkyeong-Dang. The structure
was largely divided into two quarters that occupied by male and female residents respectively. The
two quarters were bordered by fences and added with a study and a pavilion. The reconstruction
was conducted by king Gojong’s father, Daewon- Goon and its purpose was to prepare a separate
house for the king and queen before the kings wedding that was about to come.

During the 19th century, building an imitation of houses of aristocrats became quite a trend in the
palace. Built in 1847, Nakseon-Jae was precedented and followed by Yeonkyeong-Dang. Also later
Geoncheong Palace was built in Kyeonghok Palace in 1873. All of the three buildings imitated
houses of aristocrats. Divided residences of male and female sections and splendid decorations were
common features. Nakseon-Jae was the smallest in the structure of spaces, ornamentation of details
and its sizes, Yeonkyeong-Dang was the second and Geoncheong Palace was the most
distinguished building. The constructions of these three buildings created an innovative architectural
wave in the 19th century palace. Yeonkyeong-Dang was the building that mediated the new flow
of architectural structure in the 19th century palace.

Keywords : palace, aristocrat’s residence, asymmetrical, men’s quarters, women's quarters
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