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Abstract

This study examines different individual, family, and school environmental variables that affect victimization by peer aggression
among adolescents. The sample consists of 868 seventh and eighth graders. Statistics and method for data analysis include

Cronbach’s alpha, percentage, means, standard deviation, Pearson correlation, multiple regression,

and hierarchical regression. The

major findings of this study are as follows: First, adolescents, both withdrawn and aggressive, have lower achievement in school
work. Boys experience more direct victimization by peer aggression. Adolescents, especially boys, often experience indirect
victimization by peer aggression, when they become withdrawn, own lower self-esteem, and have lower achievement in school
work. Second, adolescents have more direct victimization by peer aggression when their parents are negligent of them. Also,
adolescents seem exposed to indirect victimization by peer aggression when they receive more physical and emotional abuse and
negligence from their parents. Third, adolescents experience more victimization by peer aggression-whether it’s direct or indirect,
when they cannot get adjusted to peer relations and get teachers’ supervision. Fourth, as to direct victimization by peer aggression,
withdrawal, one of the individual variables, is the most reliable prediction followed by gender, negligence, adaptability in peer
relations, aggression, and teacher’s supervision in sequence. For indirect victimization by peer aggression, withdrawal is the most
reliable prediction followed by adaptability in peer relations, gender, physical and emotional abuse, and negligence in sequence.
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