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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze the conspicuous consumption propensity of middle schoolers and to develop effective
consumer education programs which help improve consumer socialization.

Empirical data were collected by using a questionnaire for 500 middle schoolers who reside in the city of Daegu. The results
of this study are as follows:

First, significant differences in materialistic propensity can be found. It results from the difference in parents’ educational
background, amount of monthly pocket money, influence of mass media and friends, and the consumer education hosted by
schools. Second, significant differences in the conspicuous consumption propensity can be found. It comes from the difference in
materialistic propensity and control of purchasing behaviors. Third, the variables affecting the middle schoolers’ propensity of
conspicuous consumption include influence of mass media and friends, control of purchasing behaviors, influence of materialistic
propensity, amount of monthly pocket money, and mother’s educational background. Lastly, this study helps develop consumer
education programs for the teenagers. The program should use statistics data, Internet, presentation materials, putting higher
priority on experience activities, survey, analysis, discussion, and presentation rather than theoretical education,

Key Words : propensity for conspicuous consumption, consumer education programs, propensity of materialism, influence of
family background, school consumer education, locus of control
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