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A Study on the Planning Characteristics of Contemporary Japanese

Elementary Schools
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze the planning characteristics of contemporary Japanese elementary
schools. Fifteen schools, that have new planning trends or design ideas have been selected and analyzed. The
planning characteristics of schools identified by plan analyses are summarized as follows.

First, space programs of schools are diverse, especially in support facilities, gymnasiums and auditoriums.
These spaces can be used by community members. So it is assumed that needs of communities are reflected
in space programs of schools. Second, various types of unit learning spaces consisting of multipurpose spaces
and classrooms embodied in case schools tell the differentiation in the structure of unit learning spaces. Third,
grouped with gymnasiums or auditoriums, special instructional spaces constitute community zones where school
facilities are open to public. Fourth, replacing the monotonous circulation systems by corridors, multipurpose
hall-type space organization systems make surrounding spaces more activated and complex and the
multipurpose hall itself becomes the central part of schools. Finally, outdoor spaces are designed to have

convenient access and approach zones to school precincts are linked with city street.
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