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A Case of Wandering Spleen

Suk Jin Lee, M.D., Yong Woo Kim, M.D.*, Yong Soon Chun, M.D."
and Min Seob Song, M.D.

Departments of Pediatrics, *Radiology and ' Surgery, Inje University
College of Medicine, Busan Paik Hospital, Busan, Korea

Wandering spleen is a rare condition characterized by migration of the spleen from its normal
position due to laxity or absence of the supporting splenic ligaments. Ultrasonography shows the
absence of the spleen in left upper quadrant (LUQ) and the presentation in the lower abdomen
of a homognous mass whose sonographic appearance is consistent with that of a spleen.
Contrast-enhanced CT reveals the absence of the spleen in LUQ, a soft tissue mass resembling
spleen in the lower abdomen, and the splenic pedicle of whirled appearance. We present a case
of wandering spleen, which could be diagnosed with US and CT by the ectopic location of spleen
and the whirling pattern of splenic pedicle. (Korean J Pediatr Gastroenterol Nutr 2004; 7: 248~
252)
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Fig. 1. Mass-like shadow appears on superior pelvic area.
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Fig. 2. Abdominal US reveals an enlarged spleen in front
of bladder suggesting wandering spleen.
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Fig. 3. Contrast enhanced CT reveals the absence of the
spleen in LUQ, a soft tissue mass resembling spleen in
the lower abdomen, and the splenic pedicle of whirled
appearance.
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