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Exhibit Participation and Interaction of Child and Mother
in the Children's Museum
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Abstract

The present study conducted in the Children’s Museum investigated patterns of participation by
type of exhibit and interaction with 150 5-to 12-year-old children and 50 mothers.

A timing and tracking observation checklist was used to document time spent at each type of
exhibit and the interaction of children and mothers. All children chose and spent more time
interacting with participatory than non-participatory exhibits and they chose more participatory
exhibits than mothers. Mothers chose more non-participatory than participatory exhibits and spent
more time with non-participatory exhibits than the preschool group. The preschool age group

interacted with mothethan other interactions.

Key Words : o & o]et& 3 (children’s museum), 43 28-(interaction), |2 2 Al(participatory
exhibit), B] 234} A Al(non-participatory exhibit)
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