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An Evaluation of the Collaborative Urban Environment
Improvement Initiative in South Korea: A Case Study
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The main objectives of this research are to analyse and evaluate the demolishing walls initiative in Daegu
city as the collaborative urban environment improvement initiative in South Korea using the actor network
theory concept. Local authorities are unable to effectively and efficiently improve urban environment because of
their limited statutory and financial powers. This inability crucially led to the formation of the demolishing walls
initiative in Daegu city with building a coalition of the local people, interest groups and public and non-gov-
ernmental organisations in the operational processes in order to improve the physical and social urban environ-
ments. Furthermore, co-ordination between local authorities and landscape architecture specialists not only to
change the way in which they tackle urban environmental problems but also to make the local people aware of
their potential ability in positively improving the urban environment.

Key Words : Demolishing Walls Initiative, Collaborative Urban Environment Improvement, Actor Network Theory,
Landscape Architecture, Urban Environmental Problems, Daegu
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Table 1. Interview Schedule

A =AEF AR B2k 7R G4 B E7AEE A E

dof gz A A 718 2 dFEGAH ® As A A
#d AE7F A, 2%

AGAZ ol g5A 4 o AR T

Person Length of
Interviewed Date time(mins) Reference
K. C. Kwon 2003.11. 9 90 Ex-member of Demolishing Walls Initiative Advisory Committee
. Participant of Daegu Central Park Redevelopment Plan and Kyung-
Y. B Kim 2003.12.14 % pook National University Hospital Landscape Architecture Plan
C. Y. Park 2003.10.12 60 Participant of Daegu Seogu District Landscape Architecture Plan
K. J. Sim 2003. 8.10 90 Participant of Daegu Seogu District Landscape Architecture Plan
Participant of Central Park Redevelopment Plan and Daegu Seogu
Y. H Jang ) 2003.9.7) 60 District Demolishing Walls Initiative Plan
Participant of Central Park Redevelopment Plan, Daegu Seogu District
K. Y. Cho 2003. 831 60 Demolishing Walls Initiative Plan and Kyungpook National University
Hospital Landscape Architecture Plan
J. M. Chun 2003. 7. 7 60 Officer at the Demolishing Walls Initiative Consultation Center
K. M. Kim 2003. 7. 8 90 Director of Civic Social Development Bureau in Daegu YMCA
Y. H. Park 2003. 7. 9 60 Director of Younghee Kindergarten
Interviewee
wished to -
. 2003. 8.10 30 Local resident
remain
anonymous
Landscape
Entities Local Architecture Public Local
Residents Specialists Institutions Authorities
Limitai ‘ Daegu City‘s Insufficiency Insufficiency
imitations o Insufficiency of ishi of Human of Human
PorgueTs/ Time, Space Opportunities and Demolishing Resources and Resources
stacles and Finance Participation Base Walls Initiative Practical and Practical
Knowledge Knowledge
Goals of Improved A variety of Creation and |?an?£/%?“2?
Entities social lifestyle experience Improvement of Image
and of Image and

Acquirement

Improvement of

of pride "
P citizen’s welfare

Fig. 1. Actor Network of Daegu City’s Demolishing Walls Initiative.
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Fig. 2. Organizational Structure of I Love Daegu Civic Society.
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Table 2. Roles and Responsibilities of Demolishing Walls Initiative Consultation Center, Working Officers’ Com-
mittee and Advisory Committee

Classification Roles and Responsibilities

Demolishi .. Ce s e .. .
emoising Raising participations of Demolishing Walls Initiative and advertising the effectiveness of

Walls Initiativi T . . L
alls it H.il € Demolishing Walls Initiative using a variety of mass communications;
Consultation . , . . L. . . ..

Center Providing general information for Demolishing Walls Initiative and incentive policies.
Giving a bus tour of exemplary Demolishing Walls Initiative cases and having workshop
with local people;

Promoting Demolishing Walls Initiative with local authorities’ budget;
Sending letters to public institutions for encouraging their participation into Demolishing
. Walls Initiative;
Demolishing alls Initiative

Encouraging the participation of local people into Demolishing Walls Initiative using a
variety of mess communications;
Development and improvement of a variety of incentive policy for Demolishing Walls

Walls Initiative
Working Officers’

Committee SN
Initiative;
Setting up a model zone for encouraging the participation of local people;
Expansion of no walls in new public institutions’ building and parks;
Establishing Demolishing Walls Policy;
Giving a prize to an exemplary local people and building in Demolishing Walls Initiative.
Demolishin Research activities for Demolishing Walls Initiative;
Sng Selecting and deliberation of buildings for further Demolishing Walls Initiative;
Walls Initiative .. . . e
Adviso Giving a free landscape architecture design for selected buildings;
Commi tltze Providing financial support to the participation by the donation of trees, grasses and pots;

Establishment of a stone post representing the participation of Demolishing Walls Initiative.

Source: Interview of July 7th, 2003 and November 9th, 2003
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Table 3. Selecting Criteria of Buildings for Demolishing Walls Initiative

Classification

Selecting Criteria

Public Building
(Administration
Institution Building,
School, Local
Authorities’ Building, etc)

molished;

buildings.

Buildings expecting a frequent use of local people when buildings’ walls are de-

The possibility of building owner's budget investment and expecting the high
effectiveness with low local authorities’ budget investment;
Preferential improvement of local authorities’ and public administration institution

Private Buildinmg
(Private Houses, Shops,
Apartments, etc)

Building owner should have a positive intention for Demolishing Walls Initiative;
Building can be used for local people’s open space not for personal purpose;
Building is located on the corner and an important roadside;

Building owner willingly invests his/her own budget:

When building’s walls are demolished the area must be planted.

Exclusion Cases

No willingness of Building owner in investing his/her own budget;
Building can be used for personal purpose not local people’s open space;
Building does not have any effectiveness for further Demolishing Walls Initiative.

Source: Interview of July 7th, 2003 and November 9th, 2003
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