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Abdominal Endometriosis Diagnosed by Fine Needle
Aspiration Cytology

—-A Report of Two Cases-

Myoung Ja Chung, M.D."* Yeon Jun Jeong, M.D.Q, Ho Myong Hwang, M.D.s, Kyu Yoon Jang, M.D.‘,
Woo Sung Moon, M.D.', Myoung Jae Kang, M.D.", and Dong Geun Lee, M.D.'

Department of Pathologyl, Surgeryz, and Obstetrics and Gynecologya, Chonbuk National University Medical

School, Research Institute of Clinical Medicine4, Jeonju, Korea

The incidence of endometriosis in post-operative abdominal scars is rare. We describe two cases of
abdominal endometriosis diagnosed by fine needle aspiration (FNA). Both patients presented with subcutaneous
masses at previous cesarean section scars with cyclic symptoms of pain. The cytologic smears were cellular
and comprised two distinct cell populations consisting of epithelial and stromal components. An epithelial
component consisted of flat sheets of polygonal cells and the second stromal component showed crowded
clusters of spindle cells or isolated single cells. Hemosiderin-laden macrophages were found in the background.
FNA offers a safe and effective tool for diagnosis of abdominal wall endometriosis.
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Fig. 1. Low power view of the FNAC findings of endometriosis
of abdominal wall. Flat sheet of epithelial cells and clusters of
spindled stromal cells are recognized in sanguineous
background. (H-E)
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Fig. 2. FNAC findings of endometriosis of abdominal wall. (A) A glandular epithelial component consists of flat sheets of cells
with uniform round nuclei. (B) The smear shows atypical epithelial sheet with nuclear enlargement and clumping of chromatin.
(C) Oval to short spindle stromal cells are arranged in tight cluster with vascular network (arrow). (H-E)

Fig. 3. Histologic findings of endometriosis of abdominal wall.
Ectopic endometrial tissue is recognized in abdominal mass.
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