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Abstract

Public Attitudes Toward Dying with Dignity and
Hospice - Palliative Care

Young Ho Yun, Young Sun Rhee, So Young Nam, Yu Mie Chae, Dae Seuk Heo
So Woo Lee Young Seon Hong®, Si Young Kim® and Kyung Sik Lee’

Quality of Cancer Care Branch, National Cancer Center, Department o 'Internal Medicine, Seoul National
University College of Medicine, Department o ”Nurstng, Seoul National University
College of Nursing, Department o *Internal Medicine, Catholic University Medical College
Department of *Internal Medicine, Kyunghee University Medical College

Purpose: Fven though there have been various efforts for the dying with dignity of terminal
patients, no researches focused on the public attitudes.

Methods: In February 2004, we sampled 1,055 persons over 20 years of age from the sixteen cities
and local districts of Korea through the quota sampling method according to their gender, age, and
location. We conducted a telephone survey with a structured questionnaire on the attitudes toward
dying with dignity and hospice - palliative care.

Results: The most important conditions for the dying with dignity on the patients’ views were
‘removing burdens for other people’ (27.8%). Over the half of the samples chose their home as a
preference for place of death (548%). 823% of the respondents agreed to the idea of withdrawing
the medically futile life-sustaining treatment. Fifty seven percents of the answered public said that
they intended to use the hospice service in case of terminal illness. Eighty percents thought that
health care insurance should cover hospice service, and 80.9% gave positive response to the necessity
of advance directives. Respondents emphasized 'the financial support for the terminal patients’
(298%), 'covering hospice service with health insurance’ (16.5%), and ‘the education and public
relation for settlement of desirable dying culture and hospice service’ (159%) as the roles and
responsibilities of the government for the dying with dignity.
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Conclusion: This study shows that there is a possibility of significant consensus on hospice and
palliative care system for the dying with dignity of patients and reduction of the suffering for their

families among the general public.

Key Words: Cancer, Pain, Validity, Reliability, Korean
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Table 1. Characteristics of respondents in the Study, The Korea Population in 2000
Study Korea
Characteristics Respondents % Population %
(N=1055) {(N=32,632,475 )
Sex Male 492 492
Female 508 50.7
Age <39 49.7 498
40~59 33.0 344
60< 173 158
Education Middle School and under 29 36.3
High school 33.7 394
College and over 434 243
Religion Non-religious 409 464
Religious 59.1 536
Residential district Seoul 20 214
Incheon/Kyunggi 239 249
Daejeon/ Chungcheong 101 102
Gwangju/Jeolla 11.7 113
Daegu/Busan/Ulsan/Gyeongsang 279 279
Gangwon/Jeju 44 43
Occupation Wage & Salary workers 242 384
Independent Enterprise 124 168
Farming/Forestry/Fishery 6.1 58
Not economically active population 573 39.0
Marital status Married 75.6 69.9
Unmarried 244 301
Household income 301< 29 22
151~300 402 451
150> 36.9 327
Health Status Very Good 295 61
Good 51.5 744
Bad 19.0 195
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