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{Abstract)

A Study on Korean-American Writer Hong-Eun(1880~1951)
focusing on Mong-yu siga(Traditional Korean Poetry, gasa
and sijo of strolling in the dream)

Park Mi-Young

This study is an exploration of a Korean-American writer, Hong-

Eun’s Mong-yu siga. Hong-Eun immigrated to the United States during
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the colonial rule of the Japanese government. He was a publisher of
The New Korea Times, and contributed various literary works to it.
The purpose of this study is to analyze his two Mong-yu sigas
published in 1935 and 1947 and elucidate their meanings.

Using dream as a primary motif, the intention of Mong-yu mode is
to achieve desire which is impossible fo reach in reality. While his
staying in the United States, Hong-Eun could not return his home
country for two reasons, that is, political and financial ones. To return
Korea desperately, he wrote sigas by adopting Mong-yu mode.

His first attempt was reflected as eight pieces of consecutive
poetries titled This Mountain In My Dream, 1 am Home. This
Mountain was published on the 25th of April, 1935 and In My Dream,
I am Home was contributed from May the 9th of 1935 to July the
fourth of the same year. These works were published in the The New
Korea Times' poetry column under the pen name of Donghae-sobgo
(Sailor of The East Sea). Representing gasa of the enlightenment era,
this poetry depicts historical identity of Chosun dynasty, especially
focusing on before and after the 1900s. As a result of it, the poetry
sketches the ideoclogy of the Middle Ages.

His second attempt was A Country and Hometown written as a
form of prelude on the 25th of September, 1947. In addition, A Country
in My Dream was published as a form of six pieces of consecutive
poetry from October the second to November the sixth of 1947. He
chose sijo as a major form of poetry, and the image of the poetry
seemed to be the continuation of his first attempt. Confronting the
reality of the his own country which is divided, the writer expresses
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his antagonism toward America and Russia. Although he could
eventually return his country later, he rationalized himself by saying
that his it is not the ideal place to go.

Mong-yu mode is a traditional poetic technique which the intellectuals
of the Middle Age used to use as one pattern of allegory. In addition
to this, in the period of the enlightenment of Korea, Mong~-yu was
used to avoid the Japanese censorship and experiment on the diverse
ways of writing, In terms of literary history, the significance of
Hong-Eun's creation of Mong-yu sigas is that Hong-Eun shares the

same intention with Korean intellectuals of the enlightenment period.

Keywords : Hong-Eun, Donghae-subu(Sailor of the East Sea),
Korean Immigrant Literature, Mong-yu(Stroll in Dream) sijo, gasa,
sijo of stroll in dream, gasa of stroll in dream, travel, Sinhan-minbo
(The New Korea Times), Daehaninkukminhoe(Korean National

Association)
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