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Abstract : Recently more emphasis thinking is domain-specific by cognitive psychologists, because problem solving
needs domain-specific knowledge. Improving students’ geographical thinking should ensure that geographic skills
are used when developing teaching-learning objectives. Knowledge is undoubtedly important, but for the purpose of
the teaching of geography thinking, skills are critical. The purpose of this paper is to make specification of
geographic skills as a frame of reference for instructional objectives. Based on cognitive psychology, this paper
examined the interdependence relationship between thinking and knowledge. Next, we attempt to conceptualize high
order geographical thinking and relatively lower order geographic skills and to explore specification of geographic
skills in complex thinking strategical perspectives.
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