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A Study on the Regional Geography in Germany before 1945
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Abstract : Since the 1980s, the academic interests on the regional geography have been renewed. This trend is
usually called ‘Renaissance’ of the regional geography. Given this context, to explore diverse theories and
methodologies in the regional geography is of much significance. Particularly, to examine the regional geography in
Germany widens the understanding of not only the history, strength, and weakness of the regional geography, hut
also the discipline’s status in the field of geography. This paper discusses the regional geography in Germany
before World War II, focusing on varieties of theories and methods as well as the historical trajectory of the
German regional geography. This discussion may well be significant in that ‘Laenderkunde’ became an important
paradigm in the discipline of geography in Germany during the pre-World War Il period.
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