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Abstract : The main aim of this paper is to analyze the influence of the particular social geographical
characteristics and the historical background of an area on the thinking and attitudes of its Japanese locals towards
immigrant residents. The results of my research suggest the following three points. Firstly, Japanese locals who
were strongly attached to their communities were likely to avoid foreign residents. In the areas where new
residents were dominant in the community local people were relatively open and accepting to foreign residents.
Secondly, age and occupation were influential factors that made some impact on the attitudes of Japanese locals
towards foreign residents. When local and foreign residents carried out the same type of occupations Japanese
locals were antagonistic with immigrant residents. Finally, the feelings and attitudes of Japanese locals towards
migrant residents deeply affected the policies of local governments with regard to treatment of foreign residents,
while the policies of local governments for foreign residents might influence the thinking of Japanese local
residents about the foreign residents.

Key words : Regional characteristic, Foreign resident, Local government, Policy
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