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Modernism and Postmodernism of the Korean Museum in Historical Development
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Abstract : Modernism is understood as a process of differentiation. Postmodernism or postmodernity, by contrast,
involves de-differentiation. Recently, most museums have many social function, a central defining feature is its
'inscapes’, or the spaces, architecture, material objects, texts, and meanings of exhibitions. Aims of this paper is to
examine the processes and characteristics of differentiation and de-differentiation of the korean museums in
historical development. The processes of differentiation and de-differentiation of the korean museums are divided
into three phases: a establish stage of modermn museum(1945~1974), a establish stage of postmodern museumn(1975
~1989), a diffusion stage of postmodern museum(1990~2003).
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