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A Study on the Preservation Programs in Libraries and Archives
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<ABSTRACT>

Deterioration and brittleness of resources on the shelves of institutions such as libraries and archives
have been increased and accelerated as time passes in accordance with the preservation environment
and the nature of their own material. It can be a loss of current information with little importance in
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a short period of time, but a beginning of the destruction of human civilization in the long run. To
prolong the life of valuable materials and to preserve them in security, integrated preservation programs
should be developed and implemented according to missions, sizes, the nature of collections, users, and
budgets of individual institutions. In reality, most institutions, however, are not able to implement
perfect preservation programs due to lack of budget, human resources, and expertise. To solve this
problem, some institutions in similar circumstances have planned cooperative preservation programs in
various levels. Through cooperative systems individual institutions can not only pursue common
interests but gain real benefits for themselves. Consequently institutions are recommended to
collaborate with in development and implementation of various preservation programs at local, national,
and international levels in addition to individual institutional programs.

key words : preservation, environment control, disaster planning, Reformatting, preservation program
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