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Russian Revolution and Archivists, 1917—1920
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<ABSTRACT>

Lenin's decree of 1 June 1918 ‘On the reorganization and centralization of archives in the RSFRS' is
appreciated as an institutional and conceptional basis for Socialist archival theory and practice not only
in USSR but also in most countries of the socialist community. In spite of its importance to the making
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socialist system of archival management, little attention has been paid to the people, who took a key
role to build the ‘landmark’ in the history of russian archives. This paper focuses on the activities and
achievements of archivists in ‘RAD Union(Union of Russian archives activists)” in revolutionary situation
of 1917-1920.

To preserve documental heritage with historical values in difficult situation of 1917 historians and
archivists in ‘RAD Union’ voluntarily cooperated with new governments. This special situation led them
to make more efforts at reformulating national archival system, namely, the state Archival Fond
(Gosudarstvennyi Arkhivnyi Fond) as a new base for the centralization and arrangement of all archival
materials throughout the country. Their experience was reflected in every articles of the archival decree
of June 1918.

key words : Russian revolution, Archival decree of June 1918, Russian archivists, Union of Russian
archives activists
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