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Effect of Music activitics using audition on Music
Aptitude development for Kindergarten Children

Joohee Rho, Early Childhood Music Learning Program "Audie"

According to Edwin Gordon(1987, 1997, 2003), music aptitude is a product of
interaction of innate potential and early environmental experiences. He referred to
music aptitude of children up to nine years of age as developmental music aptitude
which fluctuates due to musical environment. Music aptitude stabilizes at age nine,
and the music aptitude after age nine is called "stabilized music aptitude". This
research is to examine Gorden’s hypothesis that the younger a child receives music
education, the higher music aptitude. Also, this research is to experiment the effect
of Audiation activities developed in Audie Music Curriculum on music aptitude.

The researcher and another Audie teacher as a co-teacher guided children together
for 30 minutes once a week. The pedagogy guidelines for informal guidance in music
learning theory were kept throughout the classes. Also, Audie’s teaching method which
had been developed for Korean Kindergarten educational environment was also
applied.

Five-year-old subjects in Experimental group 1 experienced the Audie Music
Curriculum of one year; five-year-old subjects in Experimental group 2 experienced it
for two years. Primary Measures of Music Audiation was administered three times
during their last year of Kindergarten. Subjects in the Control groups, one examined
at the beginning and the other at the end of their last year in Kindergarten, received
no Audie instruction.

There was no significant difference in tonal aptitude, but there was significant
difference in rhythmic aptitude(p< .05) among the experiemental groups. Because both
Experimental groups showed statistical significance (p< .001) in the music aptitude
increase during their academic years, the significant differences of the year-end music
aptitude between control group and experimental groups were the expected result.
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