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Lee, Hyunoo & Lee, Sovoung. (2004) Valdity of TOEFL, TOEIC
and TEPS as a measure of communicative competence. English
Language & Literature Teaching, 10(3), 191-210.

The scores of TOEFL, TCEIC and TEPS have been increasmgly used for
many purposes in Korea In particular, these test scores are bemng used as
a measure of the test-takers’ overall commuricative competence
Nenetheiess, few studies have been conducted that investigate the validity
of the test scores used for this purpose As a preliminary step to explore
the validity of the test scores, we conducted & small scale study hy
companng 30 umversity students’ scores m TOEFL, TOEIC and TEPS
with their class performances i English conversation and composition
courses The comrelations between the test scores and the grade pomt
averages of the courses show that the test scores are much harder to use
as a vahd measure of test-takers’ overall commurnicative competence than
usvally thought to be and that the score 1n TOEFL 1s, nonetheless, a more
reliable measure than the ones 1n the other tests Although this study has
a few hmitatons such as the small number of participants, the
homogeneity of the sample as a group, etc, 1t provides some nsight nto
the use of the three tests for measurement of overall communicative
profciency and suggests need for conducting further vahdation studies in
these areas
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Section 1 Listening Comprehension

Part A Short Conversations e

Part B Long Conversations 8=

Part C Short Talks 1283
Section 2 Structure and Written Expression

Structure Incomplete Sentences 15%8

Written Expression Error Recognition il
Sechion 3 Reading Comprehension

Reading Passages 508k
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Part 1' Photographs
Part 2 Questions and Responses
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Part 5 Incomplete Short Conversations 205

Part 6 Incomplete Sentences 2089
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Domain 3 Vocabulary
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Part 11' Incomplete Paragraphs 1683
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TOEFLZ 1960dRE-H Aa7A A4 o F/e 9o 52& HArleley 438
AE B 1 gFEd dig A5E 3 22 ok (TOEFL Test and Score Manual,
1997 Edition; TCEFL Score User Guide, 2000-2001 Edition) 1009 8] +EAE o4
L.2 3l Michigan Test of Enghsh Language Proficiency 34°¢} TOEFL A4 3t
89gte 3w A3 A+E B2 Upshur (196638 @, TOEFL d5=¢l 7%
H 2 AR Hote #AS AHE £ 500 RE g7 ol2e vid & Adg
A ATE B1¥ Pke (19798 JF Fo] 2 oo} o8 & &7 A% gy
(cniterion-referenced validity)ell o AFL 1990l EAAME A o)Fe|Hn
(Henrung & Cascallar, 1992), o19} ci£¢] 791 eld=dl tfgh AEo] tpbdt A3 4
AL SA BYE Z8) o] Feofg 231 <} (Oltman, Stricker, & Barrows, 1988) 2
#1Y} TOEFL Score User Guide, 2000-2001 Edition® A X &t Qe upe}l o],
TOEFLY BlZ =& AF3 B A77 -2 iR o]fola 2 A2 gyos
A8 £ e vk ole iy dEedAR 848 ¢ o
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One way to approach validity 1s to conduct a local study that estabhishes a
relationstup between TOEFL scores and the hngustic and curmeular demands
faced by students the TOEFL program has undertaken a large-scale study that
assesses the hngwstic needs of international students in a vanety of discrete
acadermuc sethngs Future studies will examine the relationstup between scores

and placements at various coileges and umversities
{TOEFL Score User Guide, 2000-2001 Editton, p 29)
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Communication

Comprehension

Expression

2
606-780
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a conversation with
assurance but a
limited mastery of
vocabulary

Comprehensien of
general meamng of
non-complex
conversations n
known subjects

Can provide
professional and
personal information

Can use simple
constructions  and
arcumlocution
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1 To prachce vocabulary, structures, and funchons common in evervday
conversations 1n English

2 To increase active vocabulary, vocabulary common in everyday conversations

3 To discuss and solve problems i English, collect and exarmine mformation, then
report/share results with others

4 To be creative and at ease when speaking Englsh wath others.

5 To study and practice the following structures 1n conversational situations
statements & responses, tag questions & responses. sumple past tense, past
continuous tense, when, while & during, present perfect tense, simple past vs
present perfect; for, since & ago, most  vs most of |, both, either & neither,
used to . , be used to + —ing

6 To manage and participate m small group discussions The lead of a small group
discussion for one hour ENTIRELY m Enghsh

7ty

1 Attendance/Tardy 5
3. Use of English 10
5. Group Work. 10

2. Homework 5
4 (Oral) Quizzes 20
6 Mudterm-wntten. 10

7 Midterm-oral 10 8 Fmal-wntten 10

9 Final-oral 20

B Td%E 1-2, ¥4 88

-8 88X

The man goal of this course 1s to become more famihar with PROCESS WRITING
in paragraphs and essays We will leam about the wnfing process, grammar and
style Students will map thewr progress by wniting regularly in a JOURNAL, and
will have the opportumty to write an ESSAY as therr final exam We wll write
about varwous topics, and focus speaifically on TECHNIQUES for good wniting.
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1. Attendance: 5 2 Participation 5

3 Wntten Assignments 20 4, Journal 30

5 Midterm Exam 20 6 Final Exam/Project 20

CEY
AT Eoixtel Fol Hol EFS AY He
TOEFL TOEIC TEPS
ol TOEFL 99 g4 TOEIC o4 g4 TEPS 39 A
] 33 34
R - s 53 A 2y od 54

1 563 55 53 61 715 365 350 698 270 62 71 205
2 557 52 57 58 830 420 41 677 265 67 68 277
3 557 53 58 56 830 395 435 772 280 76 65 351
4 553 51 57 58 805 420 385 801 319 76 64 342
5 550 52 55 58 840 425 415 808 301 71 77 383
6 550 50 55 60 735 360 435 759 280 68 62 39
7 547 52 B5 57 B70 415 455 813 330 67 67 349
8 547 55 55 54 845 435 410 770 322 69 71 308
9 547 53 55 56 730 350 380 693 252 68 79 254
10 543 49 55 59 710 360 350 652 253 59 61 279
11 543 53 53 57 860 440 420 765 317 66 60 321
12 540 56 51 55 825 440 385 815 319 72 66 358
13 537 50 55 56 695 360 335 629 244 60 56 269
14 537 53 49 5% 800 330 410 28 260 73 55 340
15 533 51 53 56 675 335 40 570 213 64 57 236
16 527 49 51 58 675 405 270 525 193 68 55 208
17 523 51 53 53 655 385 270 693 265 68 60 300
18 517 52 43 55 810 455 355 693 202 70 65 265
19 517 43 58 54 625 320 305 576 20 64 58 247
20 507 45 53 54 680 330 350 642 249 52 58 283
21 507 49 52 51 640 45 285 564 215 54 50 245
22 503 51 46 54 650 340 310 689 214 59 5 300
23 500 48 46 55 750 390 360 638 269 66 64 239
24 497 46 48 55 605 305 300 547 201 47 54 245
25 490 46 54 47 765 365 400 662 247 73 67 275
26 487 49 50 47 570 335 235 605 252 47 52 254
27 483 41 53 51 720 325 385 566 213 68 66 249
28 470 47 5l 43 680 420 260 866 250 51 50 210
29 453 42 48 46 450 220 230 547 211 45 46 245
30 410 44 46 33 495 215 280 456 168 52 54 181
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