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Kim, In-Pyo. (2004), Sam Shepard’s True West Ideal and actuality
English Language & Literature Teachung, 10(3), 143-157

Sam Shepard 15 one of the leading Amercan playwnghts who
represented Off-Off Broadway m the 1960s and 1970s In his early
days, he wrote many experimental plays but later he tumned to realism
However, under the superficial realism in his later plays, we find that
they contain expenmental devices and themes True West (1980) 15 the
last play of his reabshc farmly trilogy This play shows that the
traditton of Old West, which 1s symbolized and replaced by desert,
cisappeared 11 the industahized cities of modem West The Old West
15 compared with the modern West through the struggle of two
brothers, Lee and Austin Thewr father, ‘Old Man', ran out on his family
and went to the desert but cid not succeed there He shows that he
falled n achweving the Amencan Dream, The family appears unusual
and demolished The relationstups of the characters are not based on
love and belef The family symbolizes the negative aspects of modern
Amencan society. After Austin recogmizes the actual situation finding
that there 15 no real hfe in the modem West, he tnes to leave the city
and his family He wants to go to the desert mn search of a new hife
However, n the last tableau Lee blocks the exat and the two brothers
square off It imphes that they are doomed to continue therr struggle
The message mmplies that Amencan soclety today 15 lacking the same
positive values they cnce had i the Old West,
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