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Streetscape Design of Arroyo Parkway, Pasadena, California

Jeong, Wook-Ju

Field Operations

ABSTRACT

The Pasadena Freeway follows the Arroyo Seco through foothills and scenic passes to link Downtown
Los Angeles with Pasadena. The approximately 10 mile road was the first freeway built in the West during
the 1930’s and is today designated as a Historic Parkway. As it approaches Pasadena, it terminates at a
traffic light intersection at Glenarm Street, and then becomes a commercial road the Arroyo Parkway. This
one and a quarter mile long, north south road moves significant volumes of traffic both into and out of
Pasadena. The Arroyo Parkway is thus a major “gateway” and an important axis of orientation and movement,
terminating in the City’s core civic, commercial and retail district.

Planting, lighting, signage, paving, furnishing and fixwures ought to all be properly designed and coordinated
to create a distinctive "gateway” experience arriving to Pasadena and driving along the Arroyo Parkway.
Alternate design studies, developed in discussion with City officials and others involved in the redevelopment
of the area, would need to be done to properly decide on the best direction. Issues of heritage and traditional
streetscape will likely have to be reconciled with both the reality of the vehicular character of the road and
more contemporary themes,

Obviously with such large parccls of property available in the Arroyo Fair Oaks corridor, there is a
huge potential for redevelopment and building. This potential would only be strengthened by the Light Rail
Line and its stations, the improvements to the Arroyo Parkway, and the redevelopment of the Arts Center
College of Design. Guides and controls to the development process, including programming and physical
design studics, would need to be developed in order to ensure that the maximum potential for the corridor
be realized. This concept proposal suggests that the whole strip might be developed as a Arts and Technology
corridor, with special emphases on cducation, public culture, media and lifestyle. The full programming possibilities
need to be further developed. Additionally, appropriate urban design guidelines to ensure high quality deve-
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lopment also need to be incorporated into an overall development plan.

Key Words : Arroyo Parkway, Streetscape, Gateway Experience, Programming, Redevelopment
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where the Arroyo Parkway meets
y at the Glenarm Power Plant.

Looking South to
the Arroyo Fi

.
Open median strip with broken series of Podocarpus
trees on side walk

Looking North at where the Arroyo Freeway enters
Pasadena at Glenarm to become the Arroyo Parkway

Busy traffic intersections at Del Mar and Caloformia

Looking Nouth along the Arroyo Parkway

by the Cold Storage Facility(left)

Axial vista to mountrains
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THE EXISTING STRUCTURE OF ROADS. PARKING
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STREETLINES OF THE EURCPEAH BCULEVARD, LA
SPACE IS LOUSER, MORE CULICUE AND OBRLN
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CULTURE NEXUS

ATTHE CORE OF THE REDEVELOPVENT OF THE
ARROYO STRIP IS THE PROPOSED BUILDING OF
THE ARTS CENTER COLLEGE OF DESIGN,WHICH
MAY RICLUDE PUBLIC GALLERIES, STUDENT
HOUSING, CULTURAL CENTERS, CINEMA,
BOOKSTCRE AND COFFEE HOUSE.

ARROYD 1S KEY, BUT SO TOO IS GLENARM,\WHICH
WILL ROUTE TRAFFIC IM AND OUT FO THE NEW/
CAMPUS. RAYMOND AND FAIR OAKS ARE ALSO
SAPORTANT tN TERMS OF CREATING A DISTINCTIVE
CANMPUS,

. STUDENT HOUSING
\\ ART CENTER AND COLLEGE OF DESIGH
PUBLIC GALLERIES
LIGHTFIELD
= VEGETAL SCREEN
- RESTORED POWIER PLANT (OPEN ANDLIT)
-~~~ LGHTRAL

POROUS MOSAIC

THE ENTIRE GROUND PLANE ISTREATED AS A
CONTINUOUS LANDSCARE. THE POROSITY OF
SPACE INBETWEEN TREES, LIGHTS, COLUMNS,
OPENINGS. RAMPS, WALLS, ETC, MAXIMIZES
MOBILITY - MOBILITY OF CARS AND PARKING AND
SERVICE, ASWELL AS MOBILITY OF PEDESTRIANS
WITH DIAGONAL AND THROUGH-CUTS DEEP INTO
THE BUILT FABRIC.
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ARBORETUM

QNE OF THE MOST DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERISTICS
OF PASADENA ARE ITS TREES AND GARDENS -
SPECTACULAR ALLEES, BOSQUES, GROVES, FORESTS
ARD INDIVIDUAL SPECIMENS ARE ALL FOUND
RICHLY LAYERED INTO THE FABRIC OF THE CITY,

AS ONE ENTERS PASADENA ON THE ARROYD
PARKWAY, THE EXPERIENCE SHOULD BE ONE OF
HEIGHTENED AWARENESS OF LUSH TREES, COLOR
ANDVEGETAL RICHNESS. ARROYO AVEHUE WILL BE
UNEDWITH HIGH PALMS WHILE A DIVERSE RANGE
OF LOWER CANGPY, MIXED-SPECIES GROVES WILL
SPILL OUT FROM GARDENS, COURTS AND
FRONTAGES ON EITHER SIDE OF THE STREET.

THE WHOLE EXPERIENCE WILL BE "ARBOREAL" - A
SPECTACULAR COLLECTION OF DISTINCTIVE TREES
AND GROUPINGS, EACH VARYING W(TH SEASON AND
TIME.
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PALM SUPER-CANOPY
OPEN
ARBOREAL UNDERSTOREYS

OPEN - SCREENS + COLUMNS
GROUND PLANE
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"POROUS-CITY"

THE FORFST-LIKE CHARACTER OF FLANTINGS S
BHENDEDTO PERVEATE INTO FXISTIRG AND
FUTURE BUILDING LOTS ON ETTHER SIDE CF THE
STREEY. BY USING OMNLY THEES RATHLR THAN
SHRUDS, VISUAL PORDSY AND QULIQUE VIEWS ARE
FNSURED FROX, THE AUTO AND PFOSTRIAN LTVEL
MORFOVER, BY ENCOURAGING FUTURF RUILTINGS
TO HAVE AN OPEN GROUND PLANKE, FURTHERVISUAL
AND SPATIAL DEPTH NAY BE RIDUTFI. THIS
FELATIVELY LOW-DENSITY, PORCUS GRCUND Pl ATIE
SIS BOZLTY.

AHOTHER PLAY O PORDSITY VOULT B THE
FPXTERSIVE USE CF PFRYEARI F SURTACFS AKD RAIN-
WATFR COLLECTION SYSTFMS TO ¢ HANNEL V/ATER
INTO GRAVEL STORAGE BEUS THAT WOULD
UNDERGIRD ALL OF THE FLANTED AREAS.
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DIGITAL-VEGETAL SCREENS

EVOCATIVE OF VINE TRELLISES COMMON TO THE
REGION AND SLOPE ROCK-FALL FENCES ALONG MANY
FOOTHILL ROADWAYS, A SERIES OF METAL TRELLISES
WILL LINE PARTS OF THE MEDIAN. EXUBERANT
FLOWERING VINES \WILL BE TRAINED ON THE SCREENS,
WHILE BOTH B{GITAL AND PROJECTION IMAGES MAY
READ THROUGH, AND BE PARTICULARLY DISTINCTIVE
AT NIGHTTIME. PROJECTION IMAGES WILL BE
INSTALLED AND COORDINATED BY SELECTED ARTISTS,
AND MAY ALSO BE USED TO PROMOTE INSTITUTIONAL
AND PUBLIC EVENTS ALONG THE PASADENA-LOS
ANGELES CORRIDOR - THE ARROYO SECO.
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20044 10A]

o2 sasel =

747 115

2) WY PIEAE

o2l I IHERS FH AESER 39 £
E7} QASHL ek A9 o] e FHAIA
o] YA AL 7I= HAN AFHI 247} H2
k. BHHLE o] FAAe] & Aldulle] o]HE
Ago] gloBs ofdxA AAEAM 7HE REthe
ALES 45508 HA9 248 AF%ff}%’iE}. o}E]
2ES} 29 talolug gYslel 3 F2EH 28
e g 24€ % goluyd 5’:‘332 A8} o7k
S et told ol Agde $8) of
Yzt 2A9 Jds gele AdY A=naz A
AY=HE Zoltk (17 13 FX).

3) A=

TAERY 249 5
YA ek

AFATE S 28
7t A % ol AAA

AP 7189 FHEAL

"% T‘:‘ o;‘—q———i H'2"1‘!‘
A& Ak, 75Hee

£ 29 B 28 A0l o] A3UE o TaE
ZRA4, 29t JM%‘— SCRCERIENE BB
oty 14 #AX).

de gy 242 AE A

2. TR WA=E

FAY =2 AAE EFsle 2T ofH]vrel
o277 MUZEY F& AAEY SHH AF
o] FGEEE AU e Byae] #7F 18
A BA 2 FgelAT MR E 7tE & ?M* A
Ho| ZA A B F AF vl 453 Bot
A Aog dAadn) T8t 14E 2N AA2YA o
HIE 22 uiE p7helEA ek £uh duieE

of HslA) e §3) opha) HAY WS ERY
& TS Aol} el FRw 248 AT,
53] AAd) QYR TATE B ZPNLE 4

X3l HPANTA] ZHo] ELLEE HA AT
V. g8

dutAel 712 874 AAE 7h2e B8l Pl
of FoEE A7 Bk AW 2 A ), FY

Id 24, 7127, 71T, ReEg, AY, #
A 24 YolZiHE AHEY FALE S A

0 A% A 5ol BAAY 4AY ¥ ¢ 4 ek
£ HAE QuRd l2@R A Rl Tm}

o] o8 HAslelst 1 kel EAYAR g2

ZSHET A Sk 2ALN 33, %&18}1




116

SF [(REERSEE Vol32, Nod

I i

31 i -

12l 15, mxiEet S 220 =Y oAl

EHstehe AAA dAS WIS AL F AU
E3 A9 7t Age 4 dAATE Agdt
2 Bopet A BA7E EAY] IFEL2AM 7]
s ¥ 5 I=E Z2IYS A At
AZ7) A sHY Al g A 249 o
A1 ololtolg Hrlstd BAAE Hsted, da
QA B Ak AZ F o] g AAS AAN
7171998 FAH| L ARAA Hds N * T 7
719 3gA|9 Ao g RN 4 19AE AT
A 71287 AA i oM AEE R B
He| Au], 71259 A, BT A, FouAR 3
QR 47, 7tz FH 2 FEe 4, FIEd
AA, 7IZAEE AA F& AR sh= HAV BA
AFHL Uk ojoiX @AM E BN Ao A

rorr

|

o

ax o

AR & A B2 21, ARA3d, 29 5

E AdA ug 2 29 Aol £ dFF Rl
ot 3dAlE A7l AL EA olE AE Rl tig
A2 243 AAHE Y ZALA B3 AgHE
- A A HARA, BEA AY, AXE AR
ZAQ A8, 33 Ah 2P AR B dF, T8}, HIE
27 52 FAR = $9F7y A E93,
Z2I94 FAAYE AsA 2 Aotk 3849 )
o] o]Fo]d F 2719 HAMNEE AUF #XA,
stdste] @A ddA7t AR e 7R st
37, A2 olo|dEElY T2 THo] HEsH iy
A AA7L SANHEE A Ho|T BAAH AL
FYPE RAojth EAFEOZA, EF A2 FFY
EA ARE A5 s AAEA AslFH 7k
of E AA7t N3] & ALz 7|3k

#Ale 2

N AolE 2AL2A, 9 Folle Bk PA
EA B 238 & 4%E 717 AYE ZHAA
o] & Yol e Atk AHE ARE FA A
9= I EES T3 1 4A e A
zom, A= AR Polghe F2 23E A
=it g Qo dAE RS o] AAE A7)
g 7 U HE AFAME ZrkeE EASIY At

F 1. BFAE: £ 4AFZES 20024 49 SAHEY A9 olE
A" dziQl diste] FFFHE of2 g Ao 273
AA 771 FAE ZFold

F 2. 9= g vdEe XY A5A F o) 4y A2

Aol AT T FA7} 1000 Y3 uld Al AfFE o]
uFle) g2 Adge] PAZ B& A i

L 47 AF AW AAANEAE g en#H o)A A(Field
Operations), ¥ @& AFUYQL (Tom Leader Studio),
2RUe HXA(Studio Works) 2|2 YAE 8 (West
8)olth,

F 4, ol28 AF IEEZE O JAFHQ F840] AFHY
1990th 2= AzlEdol F 93o) P T o}l ALA
4% 2 (California Historic Parkway2 AAHE AL 1999
ol n)FEEY3)(American Society of Civil Engineers)ol
dalZ7t EE @#-wa  (National Civil Engineering
Landmark2 ARAHAc

I
w



2004% 10A]

otz.2 3] 2734A 117

=
2IBE

o

1. California Department of Transportation (2000) Arroyo Seco
Parkway Corridor Plan.

2. Pasadena Planning & Development Department (2002) Major
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Books,

4. The City of Pasadena (2001) Central District Specific Plan.
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