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ABSTRACT

Elementary School Teachers’ Perception
of Gifted Education

Moon Kyung Choi, Jung Ok Park

Kyungwon University, Korea

The purpose of this study is to provide basic information on the current status
of elementary school teachers’ perception of gifted education. For this purpose, this
study will analyze elementary school teachers’ perception of the gifted education
(i.e., general perception of gifted education, characteristics of gifted children,
identification of gifted children, programs for gifted education, and teachers of
gifted education).

A questionnaire survey was used for the purpose and research questions of this
study. The questionnaire used in this study was constructed by taking into
account the results of surveys conducted in previous studies and the literature on
gifted education.

Before conducting the research, a preliminary inquiry was made to identify
problems that may occur while the subjects were participating in the survey, as
well as to determine the appropriateness of the questionnaire and the amount of
time needed. The preliminary inquiry was conducted with ten randomly selected
elementary school teachers who did not participate as subjects in the actual
research. The results were later used as initial data for the actual research.

The subjects of this study were teachers who were teaching in 8 elementary
schools under each office of education in Seoul. This process was conducted for
180 elementary school teachers from April to May 2004. The results were
analyzed using SPSS (Statistical Package for Social Science) Ver. 10.1, a software

program for statistical research.
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After the data were analyzed, the following conclusions were arrived at:

1.

The result of the general perception of gifted education by elementary school
teachers were positive and reasonably high. The level of their perception of

detailed information or knowledge, however, was relatively low.

. As for their perceptions of the emotional characteristics of gifted children, the

results showed a low level of understanding of the characteristics of gifted
children.

As for their perceptions of identification of gifted children, the results
showed a high level of understanding of the appropriate time to provide
special education to gifted children and of the methods to identify such. On
the other hand, their understanding of the identification of gifted children in

an actual class was poor.

. The respondents’ level of perceptions of programs for gifted education was

very low since many subjects did not have any experiences with such

programs.

. The results showed a very positive response to receiving training on gifted

education, though they were very reluctant to be assigned as teachers of
gifted education because of the excessive work that is associated with such

and their lack of capability in handling gifted children.



