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Toward the Cultural Approach to the Discipline of Korean Design History:
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(Abstract)

The general tendency of approach to Korean Design History
has been focusing its primary interest on the grand story in
relation to the problems of modemization in political,
economical and social aspects of Korea. in the discourse of
modemization, however, there are two sides immanent in
the modernization: there is the formal, institutional and
authoritative modernization developed inside the capitalistic
mode of production and the informal, individual and cultural
modernization manifested in the mode of everyday lives.
Especially, despite the viewpoint of the lafter being
embossed as an altenafive approach in various areas
including the academic world of history since the collapse of
socialism, the historical recognition of the phenomena of
modern design by the Korean design historians is more like
the ‘history from the above’ that exists at the level of the
discourse outside the reality rather than the 'history from the
below’ that exists within the ordinary life.

To grant a sense of balance in such frame of historical
understanding, it requires the restructuring the design history
of Korea through the cultural perspectives from having the
representation of mundane lives realized by the voluntary
design activity of the common people as research subjects.
One of the methods to acquire an answer to such problem
is decoding, in the manner of ‘cultural history,” the life-long
domestic artifact made by Madame Yang, Gap Jo (currently
87 years of age) who is a model of typical Korean mother.
Through the historical rumination on the traces of
unpretentious lives of the people that has been buried under
the grand narrative of the Korean Design History, a new era
aimed for the historical prospect of Korean design as
cultural history will be possible by excavating the petit yet
multi-layered meaning of Korean designs.
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