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An Acoustic Study of the Pronunciation of Korean Vowels Uttered
by Japanese Speakers

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this experimental study was to investigate characteristics of Korean vowels
uttered by Japanese speakers. Eight Korean Vowels .were uttered three times by ten male
Korean and Japanese, female Korean and Japanese, respectively. Formant Frequencies were
measured from sound spectrograms made by the Pitch Works. Results showed that female
Japanese speakers uttered Korean vowels more similar to those uttered by Korean native
speakers than did male Japanese speakers. In particular, male Japanese speakers have
articulatory problems pronouncing the back vowels(/1/, /—/, /T/). It appears that the width of
male speakers’ articulatory movements is comparatively narrower than those of female
speakers.
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