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ABSTRACT

The Revision Guideline of Interim Measures of
Protection under UNCITRAL Model Law on International

Commercial Arbitration

Kang-Bin Lee

The UNCITRAL Arbitration Working Group began its deliberations
on the topic of interim measures of protection at its thirty-second
session (Vienna, 21-30 March 2000), when the Working Group
expressed general support for a legal regime governing enforcement of
interim measures of protection ordered by the arbitral tribunal. Also the
Working Group took a preliminary analysis of whether there was a
need for a uniform rule on court-ordered interim measures of protection
in support of arbitration.

The Working Group agreed, at its thirty-third session (Vienna, 20
November-1 December 2000), that the proposed new article to the
UNCITRAL Model Law on International Commercial Arbitration on
enforcement of interim measures of protection (tentatively numbered
article 17 bis) should include an obligation on courts to enforce interim
measures if prescribed conditions were met. At its thirty-fourth session
(New York, 21 May-1 Jun 2001), in addition to continuing its review
of draft article 17 bis, the Working Group proceeded to consider a text
revising article 17 of the UNCITRAL Model Law, which defined the

scope of an arbitral tribunal’s power to order interim measures and
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included an additional provision on the granting of interim measures on
an ex parte basis. Discussions in relation to revised drafts of article 17
and 17 bis of the UNCITRAL Model Law have continued at the
fortieth session ( New York, 23-27 February 2004).

Article 17 of the UNCITRAL Model Law provides that the arbitral
tribunal may order any party to take such interim measure of
protection as the arbitral tribunal may consider necessary in respect to
the subject matter of the dispute. However it may be noted that the

article does not deal with enforcement of such measures.

Key words: Interim measures of protection, UNCITRAL Model law,
UNCITRAL Arbitration Working Group



