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Factors related to Young Children’s Empathy
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< Abstract>

The purpose of this study was to identify how characteristics of young children {sex, age, temperament),
mothers {employed or unemployed, intimacy between mother and child, parenting attitudes), and home
environment (pet, TV/Video viewing) relate to young children’s empathy and to examine the relative effects
of these variables on young children’s empathy. The subjects for this study were 300 3-, 4, and 5-year-olds
selected from kindergartens and day-care centers in Busan. Data were analyzed via t-est, correlation, and
multiple regression.

Results showed that girls had higher empathy score than boys. Young children’s empathy was positively
correlated with the sociability of young child’ s temperament, intimacy between mother and young child,
reasoning guidance, affect, achievement of parenting attitudes, and parental intervention toward young child
after TV/video viewing. However, young children’s empathy was correlated negatively with authoritarian
control of parenting attitudes. Among these variables, young children’s sex was the most significant variable.
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