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The Homogeneous Regions and Functional Regions
in the Internal Structure of Seoul*
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Abstract : This paper intends to identify the structure of homogeneous regions and functional regions in Seoul
based on B.J.L. Berry’s ‘general field theory of spatial behavior’. The structure of homogeneous regions by using
socio-economic variables can explain how the structural elements of the city are arranged. It can be said that
Seoul has shifted towards more complicated and differentiated features in terms of homogeneous regions. The
different patterns are found between the northern part to Han River where old town areas are located and the
southem part to Han River where newly urbanized areas are located. Usually, the concentric pattemn and the
sectoral pattern coexist, which is enhanced moving from CBD to the outskirt area. The distribution of different
social classes shows irregular pattern similar to the variation of living environment. The social gap is expected to
be more widening between new towns and old towns. The analysis of spatial movement pattern shows no clear
hierarchical order because of current shifts towards both multi-nuclear pattern and spatial dispersion. The
functional regions show duplicated structure overlapping their boundaries each other. The ‘general field theory of
spatial behavior’ strongly suggests that spatial interactions among sub-areas in the city are differentiated from the
basic characteristics and function of each sub-area. The attributes of homogeneous regions and functional
regions are interrelated in the characteristics of isomorphic nature.
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