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In this study, the major tendencies of divorce as represented in articles of Korea’s daily newspapers in the
1920’s and 1930’s were explored. The method used for this study was content analysis, and 432 articles
related to divorce were selected for analysis from Choseun and Donga ilbo. The main categories and
subcategories were classified as attitude toward divorce(negative, acceptive, neutral), present condition of
divorce(statistics, survey, analysis), cause of divorce(marital conflict, conflict with family, health-related
troubles, financial troubles, and the others), and information offered about divorce(related-laws, prevention &
adaptation, and the others).

The major findings of this study were as follows.

1) The most frequently found category was the cause of divorce(given in 47.5% of the total articles), and
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especially noticeable was an increase of marital conflict. 2) In the case of attitude toward divorce(12.5%),
percentiles of negative, acceptive, and neutral attitudes appeared nearly similarly, which is a representation of
the transitional tendency of those times. 3) In the 1930’s, information offering articles(25.2%) increased
quantitatively as well as qualitatively compared with the 1920’s.
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