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<Adstract>

The purpose of this study was to provide basic information about the facility planning to reduce elderly
isolation and to improve their rehabilitation ability. Four researchers observed the using behavior of the
elderly residents in the corridor and lounge of 5 facilities. The resuilts of the study were as follows. The using
rate of the lounge was higher than that of the corridor since most of the elderly were controlled by the staffs
at the lounge. The facility could decrease the crowd of the lounge by arranging the sofa at the corridor-
especially surrounding the atrium. The use rate in the lounge was very dependent on the time of the day,
because its use was influenced mainly by daily schedule, and this resulted in it being largely inactive most of
the time. A counter plan is needed to encourage natural interaction among the elderly. Individual or small
group activities are required in addition to the regular programs. Since the fumiture arrangements_(sofas and
tables) at the corridor could induce elderly isolation and inactivity, various equipments should be arranged for
the self-controlled activities. The indirect participation in the regular activities, which are usually conducted in
the lounge, should also be considered in the corridor so that the elderly could observe them at any places.

Corresponding Author: Min-Ah Lee, Department of Housing and Interior Design, College of Human Ecology, Kunsan National University
Miryong-dong, Kunsan 573-701, Korea Tel: 82-63-469-4625
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