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<Table 1> The experiences of perioperative patient with cancer

category theme cluster

theme

shock being shrouded in shock

(for diagnosis with cancer)

-being stricken with thunderbolt
-not getting realization
-sorrowfulness

-being seized with fear

expectations
& wishes

falling into tenacity for living

-wanting to live more longer

-caring for his or her own health only
-holding out the hope in good ways
-relying on

-wishing to abandon one's life

wanting to be the subject of treatment

-a sense of alienation while treatment
-wanting to be the subject in deciding
-proceedings of treatment

having a yearning for healthy life

-missing the healthy old days
-imaging the life of post-discharge
-feeling envious of others' outside hospital

despair fear of the future

-feeling the omen of death

feelings of
the burden

disgracefulness

-feeling shamefulness to family looking into his or her inner body
while operation

thankfulness

-appreciating for being indebted
-feeling sorry

another heavy load

-being burdened with financial problems
-being reluctant to burden his or her family
-wanting to bear pains without other's help
-wanting to avoid others' gaze

continuat
pain

dread of operation

-being surprised at his or her appearance directly after operation
-expectancy for operation being changed into anxiety
-worrying about post-operative physical state

physical painfulness

-falling into pain like being about to die
-being able to bear pains concurred with treatment
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The Experiences of Perioperative Patients with Cancer
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Purpose: This study was to explore the experiences of perioperative patients with cancer. The purpose of this
inquiry was to describe the essence of such experiences, and to understand them from the patients'point of view.
Method: Participants in this study were 9 cancer patients with ages ranging from 31 to 70 years old, living in B
city, who experienced cancer operations. Data collection consisted of in-depth interviews and an observation
method done from October to December in 2003. In analysing data, Colaizzi's(1978) phenomenological research
method was adopted. Results: Five categories emerged from ten theme clusters. The five categories were: 'shock’,
'expectations & wishes', 'despair’, 'feelings of burden', 'continual pain'. Conclusion: The results of this study
showthat oncology nurses need to pay more attention to the psychosocial aspect of nursing to empathize and
support the cancer patients who suffer and its treatment, and operations.
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