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An Analysis of the Problems of Experiment and Observation
in Elementary Science Instruction

Jeong, Eun-Young - Hong, Mi-Young
(Korea Institute of Curriculum and Evaluation)

ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to analyze the problems of elementary science instruction, especially in experiment
and observation, and suggest the directions to improve current elementary science instruction in terms of teaching
methods and strategies. Data from instructions implemented by 7 elementary teachers were used to extract the
problem of elementary science instruction. According to the results of instruction observation, such problems as
follows are identified: 1) shortage of discussion regarding results of students' activities, 2) insufficiency of interactions
among teacher-student/student-student, 3) shortage of guidance for students on observation, 4) absence of explanation
on apparatus, 5) teachers' insufficient knowledge on science, 6) inappropriate use of teacher-made worksheets.
Desirable directions for the improvement of present elementary science instruction were proposed.

Key words : elementary school science, science instruction observation, teaching methods and strategies
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